
 

Blackrod Town Council 

 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Blackrod Town Council held in the Council Chamber, 

Blackrod Library/Council Services on Monday 7
th

 December  2015  

 

Present 

Councillor.  Mr Mike Hollick( Chairman) 

Councillors: Mr A Bury (Snr) 

  Mrs A Cunliffe 

Mr S Batchelor 

Mr G Farrington 

Mrs I Seddon 

Mr S Laycock 

Mr A Bury 

Mrs P Barrow 

 

 

Also Present: Mrs S Lowis (Town Clerk)   and 10  members of the public and press officer. 

 

123. Apologies for Absence 

 

No apologies were required as all Council members present for the meeting. 

 

 

 

124. Minutes of Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 2
nd

 November  2015   

 

 

It was moved by Councillor Farrington and seconded by Councillor Batchelor and 

voted in favour and  

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 2
nd

 November 2015 

be received and signed as a true record. 

 

 

 

125. Declarations of Interest: 

 



Councillor Mrs Cunliffe exercised her right not to speak on any planning applications 

so as not to lose her right to speak on any applications when submitted to Bolton 

Planning Committee 

 

 

126. Planning applications (Received from the Meeting of the Town Council Planning 

Committee held on 7
th

 December 2015 

 

 It was moved by Councillor Farrington and seconded by Councillor Mrs Seddon and 

 Agreed by all 

 

 Resolved 

 

1. That the following planning applications, details of which had been 

previously circulated to members and considered and voted on at the 

meeting of the town Council Planning Meeting held on7th December 

2015, together with comments made, be duly noted. 

2. That  prior to Councillor’s considering each application at the Planning 

Committee Meeting, members of the public were given the opportunity to 

speak to the Town Council on any particular planning application as 

listed. 

 

 

 

95032/15  2, Vauze Ave  erection of part single storey

       part 2 storey ext to side 

 

 

No member of the public spoke in connection with the application. 

Councillors made no comment in its connection 

 

 

95195/15  Yates Farm  Erection of Agricultural 

      Building 

 

 

Following debate including aspects of permitted development, tidying up of 

area, footpath being cleared and hearing from the applicant, Councillors 

offered no comment on the application. 

 

95201/15  9, Vicarage Rd West Erection of 1.2mtr fence 

 

 

No member of the public spoke. Councillors considered the fencing indicated 

at 1.2mtr and noted the comments in its regard, including the risk of flight by 

occupant and  decided that the planning officer would be the most appropriate 

person to offer comment in regard to this application. 

 

 

 



 95204/15  Pennington Fold Farm Change of Use 

 

No member of the public spoke 

Councillors debated the application over several points, including  change of use from 

an agricultural building to a dwelling house and that if agreed no further agricultural 

building could  be re-erected in the vicinity. Councillors noted the comments from 

Highways and the Public Rights of Way Teams and noted that, to date, no vehicles 

have been based on this particular site and the application offered no increase to this 

number. Councillors agreed to the planning application. 

  

 

 

127. Planning Decisions 

  

Resolved 

 

That the list of planning decisions and conditions made by Bolton Council, copies 

of which had been previously circulated are received and noted. 

 

 

128. Planning Correspondence/ Items on planning matters. 

 

 

Bolton Council 

 

Highways (PROW)   Application to divert public pathway 

    

The Town Clerk read an email from the PROW team in Bolton previously circulated 

regarding the application to divert Footpath No.040, situated to the north of 

Pennington Fold Farm in the interests of the landowner. Councillors examined the 

new route that the footpath will take and it was proposed by Councillor Bury and 

seconded by Councillor Mrs Seddon and voted by all in favour to forward comments 

in favour of the proposal. 

. 

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the information and application be received and noted 

2. That the Town Clerk inform the PROW Officer of the decision taken.  

 

 

Other 

 

 

Wigan Council/ Bolton Council  Greater Manchester Spatial  

      Framework. 

 

A discussion took place regarding the letters (2) which had been received including a 

debate on the current Development Plan for Bolton. Councillor Laycock stated an 

urgency for the completion of the Neighbourhood Plan. 



 The Town Clerk reminded members that the comments regarding the Neighbourhood 

plan were  documented in the August 2015 minutes. No.34, which detailed that 

Councillor Bury (Snr) would take on the research and formulate a draft strategy (to 

include a question for residents once the consultation stages had been reached) and 

that councillors had acknowledged then that the undertaking of this project would be 

extensive and time consuming with  Cllr Laycock urging caution. No timescales had 

been set regarding delivery of this project to council members for consideration. 

Councillor Bury(Snr) had also fed back at Minute No 75 in the September minutes 

that an officer from Bolton had held a meeting with Councillor Bury and that the 

research to the project was still ongoing. 

 

The Town Clerk reminded members that the letters which had been received for this 

Agenda and to be commented on were not the Neighbourhood Plan  

 

 

 

Wigan Council 

that a draft vision had  already been produced in regard to a set of strategic objectives 

for the spatial framework- (which was a plan to run alongside 9 other councils and 

include aspects up to 2035) and that the views of Blackrod Town Council would be 

welcomed and 

 

Bolton Council 

Reiterated the letter from Wigan Council and again stated  that the draft vision of 10 

councils had been developed and comments welcomed. 

 

The Town Clerk reminded members that the  draft vision could be seen on line as 

detailed in the letters, previously circulated and that the item would be deferred to the 

January Meeting, allowing time for  council members to research the details available, 

ready for comment in January. Councillor Hollick suggested that a copy of the Vision 

be obtained so that councillors could access the information in hard copy in the office 

if necessary. 

 

Resolved 

 

1. That the letters  be received and noted 

2. That the Town Clerk download a copy for sight by council members within 

the office  

3. That the Town Clerk re circulate the web address to council members to 

enable them to pursue the document on line ready for comment, if required, 

at the January meeting. 

 

 

Other 

 

Planning Inspectorate   Land off Hill Lane 

 

The Town Clerk outlined a letter from the Planning Inspectorate, which advised 

of the Appeal regarding the land at Hill Lane and that any additional comments 



should be forwarded to the  Inspectorate by 21
st
 December. No additional 

comments were made by council members. 

 

 

129. Public Participation 

 

 

Resolved: 

 

That the meeting be adjourned for 15 minutes to allow for public participation  

  

A member of the public spoke in regard to receiving an update in regard to the 

signage on Manchester Road, which had been brought to the council and Ward 

Councillor for assistance. Councillor Bury gave an update in regard to the sign and 

confirmed that Bolton had advised that the sign would be moved at some date in 2016 

and that the residents who had raised the concern had been informed. Members and 

the public thanked Councillor Bury for his tenacity over the matter. 

 

Another member of the public spoke to say that it was a shame that the numbers 

attending the lighting of the Christmas Tree had not been as great as in previous years 

and that perhaps it had been down to a lack of advertising of the date and time 

throughout the village. The resident stated that it would have been a good idea to 

place the date on the council web page, which was currently under 

reconstruction.(The Town Clerk advised that the number had decreased from previous 

years but that over 140 people had made their way to St Andrews for refreshments 

afterwards and that although children from the schools had been invited to join in the 

switch on no young people had arrived at the location in time. The Town Clerk also 

advised that the date had appeared in the church bulletin and that notices had been 

placed throughout the village and local newspapers. (The Town Clerk can also  

confirm that  following the meeting and on checking the web the date and time of the 

Christmas Tree Lighting had been put on the  web page) Work on updating  the 

council web page is ongoing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the public were thanked for their contributions by the Chairman on 

all matters. 

 

 

130. Correspondence 

 

 

 

 Bolton Council 

 

  

 Neighbourhood Services  Floral Meadows Update 

 



 

As requested by members the Town Clerk gave a financial update with regard to a 

breakdown of costs associated with the wild flower displays which had taken place 

during the Summer within the village and which the Town Clerk had made a request 

to be repeated if possible again in 2016.Following debate is was proposed by 

Councillor  Mrs Barrow and seconded by Councillor Farrington and 

 

Resolved 

 

1. That the information be received 

2. That the Town Clerk make enquiries as to the full breakdown of costs of 

planting in the areas ready for a decision to be made at the January meeting 

if possible. 

 

 

 

 

131. Blackrod Community Group  Minutes 

 

Minutes were received from the Blackrod Community Group and a brief update was 

given regarding the Community Group activities including the group looking at ways 

of engaging with other community activities.  

 

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the minutes and update  be received and noted 

 

 

132. Quality Council Status/ Update 

 

The Town Clerk provided members with a report on the new ways in which a Town 

Council could apply to have Quality Council Status. The application and overhaul 

means that  application no  longer centres on the Clerk being a holder of the CiLCA 

qualification but the council having the means to operate lawfully and according to 

standard practice, achieving good practice in governance community engagement and 

council improvement. The Town Clerk outlined that one of the main differences is the 

importance of Councillors professionally updating themselves in their role as a 

councillor and having  the required paperwork, communication tools and procedures 

in place. The Town Clerk informed members that some local town councils were not 

going to proceed with a new application to become a Quality Council but that she felt 

that Blackrod Town Council could consider doing so as a  means to showing residents 

their commitment to the role they undertake on their behalf. The Town Clerk advised 

other criteria such as timescales and stated that the application for the award should 

not be  done in the immediate future but  time would have to be taken to ensure that 

all elements of evidence was in place, including professional updating. The Town 

Clerk also outlined that she had the choice whether or not to continue with the CiLCA 

study and qualification or not but that if she didn’t continue she would forfeit the right 

to the extra two salary points which had been outlined in her contract. It was proposed 



by Councillor Farrington and seconded by Councillor Bury(Snr)and voted in favour 

and 

 

Resolved 

 

1. That the information be received and noted 

2. That the Town Clerk make a personal decision as to whether or not to 

continue with the CiLCA qualification but noting a forfeit of right to the two 

additional  salary points awarded on completion. 

3. That the Town Clerk work alongside Council members to ensure appropriate 

paperwork and processes in place for the possibility of an application for 

Quality Status to be considered later in 2016 

4. That the Town Clerk and Council members seek out ways in which 

Councillors can professionally update in their role as council members. 

 

 

133. Town Council Noticeboards. 

 

The Town Clerk advised members that she and Councillor Bury(Snr) had met with 

the firm supplying noticeboards, funding of which had already been agreed in a 

previous council meeting. The Town Council informed members that this project had 

been brought forward as the existing Town Council noticeboard had now been 

destroyed in the recent bad weather and Councillor Farrington had assisted with the 

disposal of the broken item. The Town Clerk outlined that the two additional 

noticeboards in the village could be updated as well for public use and donated by the 

Town Council but this would require additional funds of £199.00 which would 

include supply installation and removal of old boards. The upgrading of these 

noticeboards would improve the visual amenity considerably. Consideration in 

installation was also given to the slight relocation of  one of the noticeboards should it 

prove beneficial to the public. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Cunliffe and 

seconded by Councillor Laycock and all voted in favour and 

  

Resolved 

 

1. That the information regarding the quotation be received and noted 

2. That the additional funding for the project be agreed 

3. That the Town Clerk and Councillor Bury(Snr) proceed with the project in 

the New Year. 

 

 

 

 

134. Combined Schools Youth Council. Update and Request. 

 

 

 

The Town Clerk updated members on the recent visit by the Blackrod Schools recent 

visit to the Town Council (Copy Minutes attached).The meeting proved very 

successful and the children from both schools were extremely confident in their 

delivery and participation. As part of the visit a request was made for the children 



who form the youth council to be given either an identifiable sweatshirt for their 

Youth Council meetings or a form of badge such as that worm by  members of the 

council. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Cunliffe and seconded by Councillor 

Laycock and voted in favour and 

 

 

Resolved 
 

1. That the update  regarding the first meeting of the Youth Council be received and 

noted 

2. That the request for an official identification of badge/ sweatshirt be approved on 

an annual basis with associated costs. 

3. That the Town Clerk liaise with both Primary Schools to identify the best options 

available and identifying emblem. 

 

 

 135. Roads and Footpaths & Maintenance Issues 

  

Council members detailed areas of concern which included previously identified 

issues as well as new areas including- 

 

 

A6 Bypass Blocked drains causing flooding across the road. 

Pot holes near the Bus Stop Shelter  

Pot Holes near the former public conveniences 

Debris and dirt near the new housing development on Manchester Road 

Large Pot holes Vicarage Rd/ Half Acre 

Tarmac areas of pavements near the cemetery 

 

The Town Clerk reminded council members that reports to the relevant departments 

could be given direct  by Council members and residents alike and that councillors 

did not have to wait to report any issues through a council meeting. 

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the information be received and reported. 

 

 

 

136. Finance 

 

It was moved by   Councillor Farrington and  seconded by Councillor Mrs Seddon 

and all voted in favour and 

 

Resolved 

  

1. That the Chairman, Clerk and two members sign an authorisation 

amounting to £3409.98 (three thousand four hundred  &  nine  pounds 98p) 

dated 7
th

 December 2015. 

2. That the Council authorise the payment of cheques as listed. 



 

137. Site Visits 

 

 

No site visits were detailed. 

 

 

138. Other Matters/ Future Agenda Items 

 

 

 Other Matters 

 

Councillor Farrington read from  a note of thanks from the Mountain Rescue 

Service who had recently been a beneficiary of proceeds made from a local 

ploughing competition in the area. The Town Council had provided a donation 

to this event. A note of thanks was also received from Councillor & Mrs G 

Farrington  as organisers of the same event. 

 

 

A note of thanks was given by Councillor Mrs Cunliffe in regard to the message 

given out to residents in the Blackrod Art Group’s calendar. 

 

A note was given that repairs had now taken place to the signage at the junction 

with Scot Lane and Manchester Road. 

 

 

 

 Agenda Item  

 

 

 No items were advised for the meeting in January. 

 

 

139. List of Outstanding Correspondence 

 

 

Resolved 

  

1. That the list of outstanding correspondence be received and noted 

 

 

 

140. Reports from Ward Councillors 

 

 

Ward Councillor Bury commented on: 

 

Updated on the road  signage on Manchester Road ( as above) 

That further slurrying of pavements was taking place 

Bolton Council helmets 



 

Ward Councillor Mrs Cunliffe commented:- 

 

That the Slow Sign had been repainted as requested 

That the start of the introduction of LED lighting had begun, which if residents 

felt were too bright they should report immediately and they could be turned 

down. 

Training to be given on cycling on the Highways 

 

 

 

 

 The next meeting of the Town Council was confirmed as the 4
th

 January 2016 at 

7pm.  

 

 

The Town Mayor and Town Clerk wished all councillors and members of the 

public present a very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year and invited 

those present to participate in seasonal refreshments. 

 

 

The meeting closed at  9.05pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed...........................................................Chairman 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


