
Blackrod Town Council 

 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Blackrod Town Council held in the Council Chamber, 

Blackrod Library/Council Services on Monday 10h August  2015  

 

Present 

Councillor.  Mr Mike Hollick( Chairman) 

Councillors: Mr S Laycock 

  Mr A Bury 

  Mr A Bury (Snr) 

  Mrs A Cunliffe 

Mrs I Seddon 

Mr S Batchelor 

 

 

Also Present: Mrs S Lowis (Town Clerk)  and 23   members of the public. 

 

 

45. Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from  Councillor Farrington and Councillor Mrs Barrow  

and the reasons for absence approved. 

 

 

 

 

46. Minutes of Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday  6
th

 July 2015   

 

 

It was moved by Councillor Mrs Cunliffe and seconded by Councillor Bury(Snr) and 

voted in favour and  

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 6
th

 July 2015 be 

received and signed as a true record with the following amendment. 

 

 

Minute No. 34 Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 

Councillor Laycock requested that the wording draft  for further discussion should be 

amended to ‘draft strategy’. The Town Clerk agreed to the inclusion of the word 

strategy. 



 

  

Matters Arising from the Minutes   
 

 

 There were no matters arising from the  minutes. 

 

47. Declarations of Interest: 

 

Councillor Mrs Cunliffe exercised her right not to speak on any planning 

applications so as not to lose her right to speak on any applications when 

submitted to Bolton Planning Committee. This declaration of interest also 

included the topic of Hill lane appearing under Agenda Item 9. 

 

 

  

 

 Prior to the next itemised minute the Chairman of the Council adjourned the 

meeting of the Town Council to request members present to attend the meeting of 

the Town Council Planning Committee. Following the Town Council Planning 

Meeting, the Chairman of the Town Council reconvened the meeting of the Town 

Council. 
      

 

 

48. Planning Applications.(Received from the Meeting of the Town Council 

Planning Committee 10
th

 August  2015). 

 

 

 

 It was moved by Councillor Bury  and seconded by Councillor Batchelor and 

 

Resolved 

 

1. That the following planning applications , details of which had been 

previously circulated to members and considered and voted on at the meeting 

of the Town Council Planning Committee held on 10
th

 August 2015 together 

with comments made,  be duly noted. 

2. That prior to Councillor’s considering each application at the Planning 

Committee meeting, members of the public were given the opportunity to 

speak to the Town Council on any particular planning application as listed. 

    

 

 

94429/15  Wilkinsons Farm  Change of use & Conversion 

       Of tack room to one  bed 

       Holiday let for disabled people. 

   

The applicant informed the Town Council that the re-submission of the existing 

planning application was to comply with guidance given regarding disabled 



access. The Town Clerk confirmed that following a discussion and information 

sought on the  planning application (when it was originally heard at the planning 

meeting held by the Town Council on 6
th

 July 2015) , where the change of use 

was debated and clarity requested as to why there was to be a change of use that 

was to include a one bedroom let for  a disabled person, Bolton’s Planning 

Department had confirmed that the sand paddock previously approved was no 

longer in use as horses were no longer kept at the site and that the rooms identified 

as a tack room and stable were no longer required. In addition Planning confirmed 

that the provision of a disabled let with disabled facilities and access would 

provide a more diverse and inclusive accommodation. In view of the information 

provided,  Councillors gave no objections. 

 

 

 

 

 

94472/15  Land adj 104 Greenbarn Way   Erection of one  

          dwelling 

 

 

No member of the public spoke in connection with the application. Councillors 

debated the application and raised queries regarding the actual loction of the 

dwelling in question on the plot , as the outline appeared to suggest that there  

would be an encroachment on green space which was not part of the outlined plot. 

Councillors felt that Bolton Planning should seek further clarification on the 

actual space and plot outline and voted to object to the proposal as it stood. 

 

       

 

     94553/15  92, Hill Lane  Dropped Kerb  

 

The applicant spoke on behalf of the planning application and explained to 

members as to why the planning application was a retrospective one. Councillors 

raised no objections to the planning application. 

 

 

 94558/15  Red Lion Hotel  Demolition and erection of 

       5 dwellings. 

 

 

 

 

Members of the public spoke at length at their concerns about the demolishing of 

the Red Lion Pub and the application to replace it with houses. Councillors 

debated in full the application for the demolition of the pub and erection of the 5 

dwellings and reiterated earlier concerns which included: 

Points OA19, 10 and 11 of Bolton’s core strategy which seeks to conserve the 

character of the existing landscape and physical environment, whilst at the same 

time respecting street patterns and the form of architectural designs. Councillors  

also commented that the public house creates employment and is a well used local 



amenity for groups and associations and is an asset of great community value. 

Councillors also reiterated their concerns regarding the demolition of the property 

and sought clarity, by Bolton Planning, as to whether the application should have 

included a change of use on the land. Councillors voted to reiterate their 

objections to the demolition of the public house building. However, councillors 

felt that there was no reasonable objections to be made in regard to the houses on 

the application in their current form but hoped that Bolton Council Planning 

would consider the opposition       by many of the local community regarding the 

loss of the building and suggest alternative ways in which the current building 

could be developed. 

 

94236/15  30, Harrison Cres  Erection of new front porch, 

       Elevational changes, render 

       Elevations and timber cladding 

       To dormers. 

 

Update on planning application. 

Councillors had previously considered the application and felt that information 

needed clarifying regarding the erection of a new porch which appeared to suggest 

was over two properties. Bolton Planning  advised that the erection of a new porch 

was to cover properties Nos. 30-32 and that external elevational changes had 

taken place regarding external windows. The external footprint of the property 

remained the same. 

 

 

 

49. Planning Decisions 

  

Resolved 

 

That the list of planning decisions and conditions made by Bolton Council, copies 

of which had been previously circulated are received and noted. 

 

 

 

50. Planning Correspondence 

 

 

 Bolton Council 
 

Planning Application 93440/15 Copy of Section 106 Agreement 

 

As requested a copy of the Section 106 agreement received from Bolton Council, was 

distributed to council members. Councillor Laycock indicated his disapproval of the 

document which he felt contradicted the UDP from the Secretary of State,  and stated 

that due process had not been followed in regard to Planning Application 93440/15 

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the papers supplied be received. 



 

Update  Re; Planning Application 93440/15 

 

Councillor Laycock, as spokesperson regarding planning application 93440/15 

updated members on the progress of the application and subsequent conditions that 

had been imposed prior to the commencement of  building works (Section 6 of 

conditions) Discussion took place concerning the  possibility of contamination on the 

land and the lack of report findings on the planning portal. 

 

(Following the meeting and request,  the Planning Officer, Bolton,  confirmed that 

the submitted contamination report (Geo Environmental Investigation) did cover 

the infilled pond on the site and recommendations as to how it should be 

remediated. (The pond area being the only part of the site that is contaminated) The 

officer also confirmed that Pollution Control Officers were advising on this point of 

information. This information was forwarded to council members as an update. 

  

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That all information and updates be received and noted 

 

 

 Land at Hill Lane, Blackrod  Verbal Update 

 

The Town Clerk gave council members a verbal update regarding a proposal for 110 

dwellings to be built on Hill Lane.(Council papers were prepared and distributed in 

the normal way on 27
th

 July and prior to the newspaper article printed on 10
th

 

August) The Town Clerk confirmed that she had contacted the Planning Officer in 

this regard who had confirmed that a planning application had been received on 3
rd

 

August. The Town Clerk confirmed that the planning application no. 94656/15 would 

be heard at Blackrod Town Council on Monday 7
th

 September for comment.   

  

 

Other 

 

 Chorley Council   Adoption of Local Plan (Update) 

 

  

 Resolved 

 

1. That the update be received and noted 

 

 

South Ribble Council  Adoption of Local Plan Site Allocation 

 

Resolved 

 

1. That the update be received and noted 

 

 



 

Wigan Council   Employment land review update 

 

Resolved 

 

 

1. That the update be received and noted. 

 

 

51. Public Participation 

 

 

Resolved: 

 

That the meeting be adjourned for 15 minutes to allow for public participation  

  

 

 

 

A member of the public spoke to confirm that the people of Blackrod wished to work 

alongside Bolton Council in the development of Blackrod and that Bolton Council 

should have more respect for the wishes of the local community and that of Blackrod 

Town Council who are elected to represent them. The member of the public raised the 

issue of over subscribed schools, healthcare requirements in light of an estimated 

additional 500 residents that could be located within the town following new housing 

developments and  a suggestion was made that the Council write to the leader of the 

Council in Bolton for information on what could be the next development for 

Blackrod. (This last item was not taken to a proposal and vote as it was not an 

agenda item but will appear on the council’s September Agenda) 

 

Another member of the public raised concerns about the  unlit road, Dark Lane, 

Blackrod, which is a busy road without appropriate lighting.It was proposed by 

Councillor Mrs Seddon and seconded by Councillor Bury (snr) and  

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the information be received and noted 

2. That the Town Clerk ascertain if there is a policy regarding the erection of 

street lighting. 

 

 

Members of the public were thanked for their contributions by the Chairman on 

all matters. 

 

 

 

52. Correspondence 

 

 

 Bolton Council 



 Highways    Closure of Grimeford Lane 

 

The Town Clerk informed members that a notification of closure had been received 

for Grimeford Lane due to the Rail Bridge Reconstruction from 27
th

 July for 

approximately 17 weeks. 

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the information be duly noted. 

  

  

 

Other 

 

Haigh Aspull and Blackrod Show   Open Invitation 16
th

 Aug 

 

The Town Clerk advised members that she had received an open invitation for council 

members and  Town Clerk to attend the forthcoming show to be held on 16
th

 August. 

Town Clerk. 

 

Resolved 

 

1. That the information be received and noted 

 

 

 

 

Letter of thanks   Blackrod Art Group 

 

The Town Clerk read a letter from  Blackrod Art Group thanking the  Town Council 

for their generous donation  

 

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the letter be received and noted 

 

 

 53. LALC Annual General Meeting 

 

 

The Town Clerk advised members that she had received the date for the Lancashire 

Association Of Local Council’s Annual General Meeting to be held on 7
th

 November 

2015. The Town Clerk also asked members if they had any Resolutions they wished 

to submit for discussion and that both the Proposer and Seconder would have to attend 

the AGM on 7
th

 November. No matters were immediately discussed and members 

were asked to consider and bring any Resolutions to  the next Town Council meeting. 

Additionally, the  issue of the LALC representative replacing retired former 

Councillor Mrs Winward required clarification. This will be an Agenda item  at the 

next meeting of the Town Council for formal recording purposes) 



 

Resolved 

 

1. That the update and information regarding the AGM be noted. 

2. That formal resolutions be received for the agenda for the meeting of the 

Town Council on 7
th

 September by w/c 31
st
 August. 

3. That membership of the LALC be confirmed at the meeting of the Town 

Council on 7
th

  September. 

 

 

 54. Risk Assessment Policy 

 

The Town Clerk  invited members to adopt the proposed  Risk Assessment Policy 

which had been prepared and circulated to members. Councillors discussed the Draft 

Policy and commented on the inclusion of an additional column of identification but 

had no objections to the draft policy as it stood. It was therefore proposed by 

Councillor Mrs Seddon and seconded by Councillor Mrs Cunliffe and voted in favour 

and 

 

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the draft policy be received and adopted in its immediate format. 

2. That Councillor Bury work alongside the Town Clerk with a view for future 

inclusions in the policy framework. 

 

 

 55. Hill Lane/ Chorley Road Yellow Lines. 

 

 

Councillor Hollick asked council members to discuss the feasibility of requesting the 

placement of yellow lines on the corner of Chorley Road with Hill Lane due to 

ongoing parking problems. Following debate it was concluded that a site visit should 

take place to assess the situation and report back to the next council meeting. 

 

 

 Resolved. 

 

1. That the information be received 

2. That members of the Town Council attend a Site Visit to the area on 18
th

 

august at 5.45pm 

 

 

 

 56. Town Council Web Site 

 

 

Councillor Bury (Snr) asked members to consider the updating of the current 

web site and make suggestions as to what the web page should contain. 

Councillor Laycock stated that this had been indicated some time ago with a 



view to obtaining new photographs. The Town Clerk responded to say that no 

one had sent any new ideas or photographs despite the matter being recorded in 

the minutes and as an item on the web page and reminded members that there 

was someone in place who  did update the web site and add articles submitted at 

a nominal fee. No firm suggestions were made in regard to the material for the 

web page but it was proposed by Councillor Bury (snr) and seconded by 

Councillor Bury and voted in favour and  

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the information be received and noted. 

2. That approval for improvements be given. 

3. That a number of quotations be requested for consideration in regard to the 

overhaul of the council web site. 

4. That Councillor Bury (snr) keep members updated as to the ongoing 

situation in regard to the web page process 

 

 

 

57. Update regarding the Blackrod Community Group 
  

 

Councillor Bury provided an update to members in regard to the Community Group. 

The update included thanks to those who had assisted with the stand at the Scarecrow 

Festival: progress of the WW1 book which hopefully has a release date in November 

and a presentation at the release date: benches in the village and the change of 

Chairmanship to Mrs Beryl Monaghan who has agreed to provide updates for the 

council meetings. 

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the update be received and noted  

 

 

 

58. Dementia Training 

 

The Town Clerk had been back in touch with the organisation that provides the 

training and it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Cunliffe and seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Barrow and voted in favour and  

 

Resolved 

 

1. That the update be received 

2. That the Town Clerk arranges the meeting time and date for the Autumn 

 

 

  59. Roads and Footpaths & Maintenance Issues 

  



Council members detailed areas of concern which included previously identified 

issues as well as:- 

 

 St Katharines Drive   ground breaking up and hole at bottom of hill 

 Hedging   opposite Willowcroft needs reporting to relevant person 

 Blackrod House area  Toilet facilities 

 Street sign missing  Church Street/ New Street 

. 

 

The Town Clerk reminded council members that reports to the relevant departments 

could be given direct  by Council members and residents alike and that councillors 

did not have to wait to report any issues through a council meeting. 

 

Resolved. 

 

1. That the information be received and reported. 

 

 

 

60. Finance 

 

It was moved by  Councillor Mrs Cunliffe and  seconded by Councillor Mrs Seddon 

and all voted in favour and 

 

Resolved 

  

1. That the Chairman, Clerk and two members sign an authorisation 

amounting to £3130.59 (three thousand one hundred  & thirty pounds 59p) 

dated 10
th

 August 2015. 

2. That the Chairman, Clerk and two members authorise the transfer of 

£400.00 from the Main Account 30.91.01/ 00892803 to 30.91.01/ 00892900 

3. That the Council authorise the payment of cheques as listed. 
 

 

 

 61. Site Visits 

 

 

A site visit was arranged in keeping with Minute No.55 for Tuesday 18
th

 August at 

5.45pm (Yellow lines corner of Hill lane and Chorley Road. 

 

 

 62. Other Matters/ Future Agenda Items 

 

The Town Clerk updated council members on the proposals for seating to be placed in 

Blackrod which included 3 benches, one for Station Road and two for Ridgeway area, 

which are being purchased by the Scarecrow Festival funds. The Town Clerk 

reminded those present that she would be contacting Bolton Council to request that in 

future, and as a matter of courtesy any new street furniture applied for or purchased 

for the village, should see that the Town Council is informed. 



 

 

AGENDA ITEMS MEETING 7
th

 September 2015 

 

 

Noticeboards    Councillor Bury(Snr) 

Unmarked Common Graves  Councillor Mrs Cunliffe 

Contacting leader of Bolton Council   

LALC representation/ Resolutions for AGM 

Update on Site Visit to Chorley Road/ Hill Lane 

 

 

63. List of Outstanding Correspondence 

 

 

Resolved 

  

1. That the list of outstanding correspondence be received and noted 

 

 

 

64. Reports from Ward Councillors 

 

 

Due to Summer recess there were only short reports from Ward Councillors present. 

 

Councillor Mrs Cunliffe 

 

Reported that there will be a super hospital located at Salford 

 

 

Councillor Bury 

 

Reported that he had been attending Training Standards and Licencing Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 The next meeting of the Town Council was confirmed at 7
th

 September 2015 at 

7pm 

 

The Town Clerk reminded members of the working group meeting to be held on 

18
th

 August at 6pm RE; Blackrod Community Centre 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at  10.05pm 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed...........................................................Chairman 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


